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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION ORDERS DISTRICT GAS RATE INCREASED TO 95 CENTS

WARN AGAINST

SKYROCKETING

OF D. C. RENT!

? Realtors Tell Clients Unreason-

able Raising Will Bring Dras-

tic Laws In Revaluation.

By BtLli PRICE.
Conservative real estate men are al-

ready beginning to pass word to their
clients that reckless and unreason-
able increases in rents in Washington,
following the decision of Judge Gould

that the Saulsbury act is unconstitu-
tional, will be the worst thing that
ever happened to legitimate real es-

tate interests, and mar bring down
upon Washington stringent laws by
Congress that will handicap real es-

tate here for years to come, in addi-

tion to giving the opportunity for
widespread lambasting of this city in
legislative halls.

The District Commissioners today
were giving serious thought to the sit-
uation, inasmuch as skyrocketing of
rents will upset things in this city to
a degree that it Is difficult now to
conceive. Appeals will be made to the
Commissioners, and Congress will find
pleasure in flaying the whole city for
the money-grabbi-ng propensities of
a few.

Commissioner Gardiner was very
frank about the matter today, throw-
ing out a pointed hint to real estate
operators that they must not allow
sreedy landlords to run away with
things.

Future Rests With Realtor.
MI have been satisfied for a long

time that the Salusbury act is un-

constitutional." said Mr. Gardiner.
"My atudy of the law convinced mo

of that months ago. From a strictly
legal standpoint it interferes with
ssd destroys contractural rights.

"Much has been said about the real
estate men of Washington as to ex-
ploiting and alleged unfair dealings.
Tills was never true as a whole. They
ere not responsible for conditions
that existed here. This decision of

i Judge Gould, however, puts squarely
tip to the real estate men, with no

c 3aw to control or regulate their op-

erations except that of supply and'
demand, the results upon which the
future will be judged. I am satisfied
that the results will show conclusive-
ly that these men as a whole wfll
Ieal fairly with the people. That

they have done so in the past I am
confident."

Gould's Decision Not Final.
There is a tendency almost every--

vhere to regard the decision of Judge
.rOuld as final, and this virtually' msxounts to consternation among
thousands of tenants who were re- -'

talned in their homes by decisions of
! the Municipal Court that the Sauls-- J
nury act was valid and furnished
protection against eviction and rent- -'

foisting.
It must bo remembered that Judge

Mould's decision is not that of the
entire Supreme Court bench. Able
iran that be is, the bench might adopt

' his ruling, however. To a large ex-
tent the thousands of cases that
were passed upon remain in status
quo pending final decision by the
Court of Appeals of the District.

There should be no fright on the
part of tenants until the Court of Ap-
peals does act. It was generally be-

lieved today in judicial and legal
circles that the latter court soon will
hand down a decision, touching the
question of constitutionality. The
court has before it the exact issues
that were decided by Judge Gould.
When that decision is made it will be
time enough to consider everything
settled.

The Right of Tenants.
Eminent lawyers today stated that

all cases passed upon by the Municipal
Court, in which decisions were made
favorable to tenants, cannot now be
revived, unless appeals were taken
ly landlords. Also the parties would
stand In statu quo until the Supreme
Court hears the cases as a whole, or
the Court of Appeals renders final
decision.

There are a number of appeals by
landlords before the Supreme Court.
Jt is possible for these landlords to
file motions for judgment before the
fiupreme Court, and if that bench as
a whole backs Judge Gould the mo-
tions would probably be granted. It
Jt is still possible, however, for the
tenant to coninue appeals to higher
courts.

"What Municipal Court May Do.
It is entirely discretionary with the

judges of the Municipal Court
whether they will follow Judge
Gould's decision in landlord and ten-- nt

cases that may come before them
from now on. or which may be pend-
ing before them. The judges may
follow their own decisions of the past,
Although it Is customary for the lower
court to fall in line with decisions
above it.

In these cases the Municipal Court
may or may not stand pat on its
former position until the Court of
Appeals has acted. That being the
highest local court its decisions are
final unless appealed to the United
States Supreme Court.

While tenants have recourse to ap-
peals pending final Judgment by the
Court of Appeals the process is a
costly one. The tenant must give
bond guaranteeeing to pay all ac-
crued rentals and the costs of the

Uit.
Saalsbury Law Soon to Die.

Tho Saulsbury law, which received
a solar plexus from Judge Gould,
would die a natural death anyhow so
coon as peace is proclaimed with
Germany and Austria. It terminates
with the signing of 2 peace treaty.

While it is true that the law has

WEDDED 2 MONTHS;
TIRED ALREADY

"""r"""-"- T hi i in, innixiii'jBfT"inffri

x f&tK&3m M

SBBBBB
SlsSSSsE JBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBsH "d

fi Blssilssssssk. 3t$C2if& '' bssssH S

E BBBBBBBBsir ''ST SsSVT OM S

f IvSHsiBsssssssssssssslssr ZJ&& v?? iM&bWK
TTllllHwtsMlssssssslssfiilllTllrfn' "rJLJWsf"BBK 9K4h9HmHBHE?v """V &.22ssbKs9

& P)& BBmBSSSSSSSSsHBS'BSH

MRS. GERTRUDE WINGATE
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protected many deserving and honest
tenants it has been used by many
unworthy persons to escape payment
of fair rentals and to defy the land-
lords In every possible way. Its ben-
efits were good on the whole, it Is
believed.

Real estate men today believed
that there will be a general trend
upward of. rents for residential prop-
erties when the legal situation clears
sufficiently to do so. Considerable
111 feeling is going to result and
"moving day" will be every day, as
things now look.

Will Bring About Building.
One good result of the decision of

Judge Gould will be to bring about
a resumption of building in Wash-
ington, in the view of many realestate men, including Charles W.
Fairfax, who is president of the Real
Estate Brokers Association.

The idea is that tenants will refuse
to pay hicher rpnts if thev rn hnv
or build homes of their own. Much
will depend upon how high rents are
raised. That will depend a good dealupon individual landlords. Many of
them are reasonable and fair in all
things they do, with . consideration
for their tenants. Others will care
for nothing except the almighty dol-
lar and will use their power out-
rageously and unfairly.

There are tenants whn hnuc hncn
just as inconsiderate and unjust to
lanaioras as it was possible to be
and these may find themselves in a
Daa situation.

Landlord Now Sole Judge
Conservative men today regretted

that there is not in existence some
tribunal to which may be referred
outrageous and unfair treatment by
either side. As the matter now
stands, when the Court of Appeals
finally acts, and in the event It de-
clares the law unconstitutional, the
landlord will be the sole judge of
what is right in rent prices. It is
in his power to go the limit in money-grabbin- g.

Houses are by no means easy to
be had, although there are more of
them than when the armistice was
agreed upon. The population of
Washington has not decreased more
than 6,000 since the signing of the
armistice. It will decrease consider-erabl- y

more than this after July 1.

BRIDE SAYS HUBBY

MEETS FIRST WIPE

Wedded only two months, Mrs. Ger-
trude Wingate Porter, of 419 Seventh
street northeast, has filed suit for
maintenance against George F. Por-
ter, declaring he deserted her, and
that since the wedding she has only
received $50 from him. although hi,
salary as chief clerk of the supply
division of the War Department is
JliOO a nionth.

Porter and his first wife. Mrs. Jen-
nie M. Porter, of 1602 Fourteenth
street northwest, were divorced No-

vember 8, last.
"Then Porter professed his love for

me," said the second Mrs. Porter,
and we went to Rockville on January
6 and were married."

In her bill Mrs. Porter charges that
her husband Is a "regular visitor to
the house of his divorced wife.

jsife
"

ENDS LIFE TO

APE 1
IN 01 TAX

"I'll Never Live to Make Out
'

Another," Is Declaration of
William Smootz.

Shortly after declaring he would
not live to make out another income
tax. William A. Smootz, forty-si- r
years old. was found deatH today in
his room at his home, 606 1 street
southeast, with a bullet in his tem-
ple.

Smootz. who was an engineer, of-

ten had threatened to end his life,
according to his wife. Mrs. Sarah
Smootz. He had appeared worried
over the income tax. and according
to his wife had lost money on horse
races. His body was found by hlB
wife, who went to his room on hear-
ing the report of a revelver.

"My husband has for the past three
weeks worried over his income tax,'
Mrs. Smootz told a Times reporter
today. "Often when he came home
from work, in the mornings he would
talk continually of the tax."

"I will never live another year to
make out my income tax," Smootz
said to his wife upon coming home
from work this morning. A few
minutes later she found his lifeless
body.

D. C. YANK, 'DEAD,
1

HOI WITH IDAL

Once reported killed in action. Pri-

vate Maurice Schultz, 418 Luray
place northwest, has returned home
with several battle scars and a cita-
tion for bravery.

His mother. Mrs. Lydia-B- . Schultz.
received word from the War Dc- -

j partment in October that he had been
wounded scerely. Later she heard
from soldiers overseas that he had
been killed and newspapers printed
the report of his death.

Private Schultz. after serving witli
the District Guard on the Mexican
border, left for France with Company
C, 161st Infantrj, on December 12,
1918. He was then transferred to
Company T. 2fith regiment. First
Division, the regiment of which
"Teddy" Roosevelt, Jr , was lieu-
tenant colonel. Private Schutz kept
a record of his battles on the bag
containing his gas mask. He was in
action at Catlgny, Soissons. Chateau
Thierry and at the Marne.

He went over the top for the first
time and the last time at the turning
point of the war. Chateau Thierry, on
July 18. Within fifteen minutes nc
saw three of his closest friends shot
dead at his side. He was gassed, and
as he struggled for breath a machine
gun bullet plowed through his thigh,
tearing the muscles from tho bone.
A bit of shrapnel hit him in the back
of the head and he fell. For two
hours he lay on the field. He was
then carried to a first aid station.

SUES FOR $10,000
FOR HUSBAND'S LOVE

Ten thousand dollars damages are
asked by Mr.s Julia S. Korowski in
a suit filed today against Iola True-worth- y

for alleged nlienatlon of the
affections of her husband, Stephen J.
Borowskl.

Mrs. Borowahi, who is represented
by Attorneys George E. Sullivan and
J. C. Mattingly alleges that? March 15.
1917. Miss Trtieworthy came between
her and hi-- r husband "deprived her of
his affection, fellowship, and Mciety.
alienated his love and destroyed her
happiness and home."

Hurdy-Curd- y Run By

Man of Draft Age Here

Proves War Is Over

Official Washington has been
unofficially Informed that the war
is over.

For the last week an Italian of
draft age has bean operating a
"hurdy-gurdy- " around the streets
where many of the Government
buildings are located.

General Crowder, the man who
ruled that such things as operating

a "hurdy-gurd- y" were non-

essential occupations, stopped and
smiled when he saw the Italian.

THIS HEN'S FATHER

MUST BE OSTRICH

When Is "a egg" not "a egg?"
In Northeast Washington there

lives an egg do-call- ed laid by a
chicken who threatens to1 outclass tho
proverbial goose which laid the gold-
en esse.

The egg Is called an egg because it
can't bo denied that it was mothered
bj a chicken. It resembles an ordi-
nary chicken egg In general
shapeliness. .But there the resem-
blance stops. It's a sort of a super-egg-.

4

The egg, which Is owned by Mrs.
Horace M. Darling, 408 Eleventh
street northeast. Is 81 by 8 inches
in circumference. This is more than
art Inch and a half larger than the
normal hen's egg, according to the
Department of Agriculture. The
measurements, incidentally, are said
to be "eggs-actly- " correct.

The egg's mother, a Germantown,
Md., biddy, has a habit of laying a
whale of an egg every day. Some of
'em are double yolkers. Her owner,
Mrs. Horace Bennett, doesn't know
how she does it. Perhaps biddy Is
eggod on by previous experiences.

Mi as tress Hen, who is about two
years old, began laying huge eggs
last summer.

Note: Nothing is insinuated, but
the fact remains that Germantown,
Md., is not yet dry.

"GOT ME RIGHT," SAYS

BOOTLEGGER; THEY DID

"You got me right, boss," declared
Oliver James, alleged bootlegger when
arrested by Sergt. S. W. Burke after
he had sold two half-pi- nt flasks of
whiskey to a police agent.

James told the truth they got
him right, as he was convicted be-

fore Judge Hardison In Police Court
and sentenced to a year in the District
jail on violation of the Sheppard law.

"Slip me a half pint," a police
agent suggested to William J. Logan,
colored, in a near-be- er saloon, as he
handed the negro a marked dollar
bill and a quarter.

Logan did the "slipping," and later
pleaded guilty of bootlegging before
Judge Hardison. and was sentenced
to spend a year In the jail.

BURNED BY WATER BOTTLE;
WOMAN SUES HOSPITAL

George Washington University Hos-
pital was made defendant In a suit
for $10,000 damages, filed yesterday by
Mrs. Louise L. Soudcr. who was a
Iatlent at the hospital in May, 1918.

Mrs. Souder alleges that her leg
was burned by a hot water bottle
when she was a patient In the oper-
ating ward of the institution. The
bottle was sojiot, according to the
bill, that her leg was burned practi-
cally to the bone. Attorneys Wilton
.'. Lambert and Rudolph H. Tcatman
represent Mrs. Souder.

SITKS STANDARD OH, FOR 910,000.
Samuel Leigh McDanlcl. adminis-

trator of the estate of his father,
Samuel B. McDamel, has filed suit
against the Standard Oil Company
for $10,000 damages alleging that
November 22 last a motor truck of
the company fatally Injured Mc-Dan- iel

as he was crossing Pennsyl-
vania avenue at Eighth street north-
west. McDanlcl died shortly

WIVES PIGKE

HOIEL 10 AID

STHGIN
Waiters Give Out Cards Pre-

senting Their Side In Dispute

With Raleigh.

Wives of striking waiters of the
Raleigh Hotel, who walked out last
week when the manager of the hotel
tefused to enter into a contract with
tfle Washington Waiters' Union, to-

day are picketing in front of the
hotel.

The first woman to appear to
picket was Mrs. Anna Begelman, wife
of Harry Begelman, of 1344 Sixth
street northwest.

The women plcketers are carrying
signs which read: "I am the wifo
ui a. iwttcu uuk uuiuu "";" "-- j i

children want to eat." i

Max Holder, of the Washington
Walters' Union. Local No. 781, who
Is in charge of the picketing, told
The Times today that the women i

would picket untU the waiters won.
"Even If It takes a year to win out.
we will continue to picket," Mr. j

Holder said. j

Last week the management of the
hotel refused to sign a contract pre-- )
sented by the waiters. Contemplat-
ing a strike, colored waiters were-employe-

On Tuesday the colored
waiters began work- -

Small cards are being given put
by plcketers. The cards read: "We,
the waiters of this hotel, present to I

you our grievance against Mr. Wes-- 1

ton, the manager, .for his arbitrary',
refusal to deal with the Walters'- -

Union.' The Raleigh Hotel has locked
out the white union waiters and put
scabs in their places.

I
.

A 1 -- LEGGED sign painter wants
a to solicit

work; no experience needed, just
gall and a gift o' gab; call morn-
ings.

This Is the advertisement which
was inserted in The Times by J. D.
Sullivan, crippled hero of Spanish-Americ- an

war fame and descendant
of American sailors who fought in the
Revolution and in the war of 1812.

Sullivan was a top-sergea- nt of en-- ,
gineers in the affray with Spain; and
also served as private, corporal and I

sergeant of Infantry and artillery. !

Sullivan lost one leg from wounds i

received In battle; the other leg,
struck In the knee by a Spanish
mauser bullet, is imprisoned in a steel
casing.

Sullivan's grandfather, John Dixon,
was a gunner on the Niagara, In Per- - j

ry's epic battle with the British on i

Lake Erie; and Sullivan is also a de-

scendant of Captain Sullivan, who
served with the doughty Continental
fleet, which harassed British shipping
In the Revolutionary war.

"I am drawing $40 a month and
have a wife and child to support,"
Sullivan told The Times. "My pension
isn't enough to support my family and
myself, so I am going into the paint-
ing business at 231 Pennsylvania ave-
nue northwest. My concern is going
to be known as "Sully's Soldiers' Sign
Shop."

ST. PATRICK'S DANCIS AT. STORK.
The Woodward and Lothrop's Em-

ployes' Association will give a St.
Patrick's Day dance in the auditori-
um of the store Monday night. This
will be the second of a series of
dances to be given by the association.
Iho "Jardln Music" orchestra has
been engaged. I, 10. Fronanl. presi-
dent of the association, will be in
charge. John Beute is chairman of
the committee on arrangements.

r T

She's Helping Her Striking
Waiter Husband

'''L -- j hJHJ-- . v- --
- -

MRS. ANNA BEGELMAN,
The fir.t wom:yi picket in the waiters' strike, took her place in a
downpour of rain in front of the Raleigh Hotel today and vrhUe
being photographed by The Times, said: "My husband was a waiter.
Now he is idle. My two nephews, just back from fighting in
France, also are out of work. I have two children, one seven
years old and the other eleven. They must be fed."

PAY II
FOR STEP IN DARK

When William A. Laigneal. 503 B
street southeast, miscalculated In the
dark the distance between two trains
yesterday. lie made a mistake which
cost him his life and left a wife and
six small children to earn their awn
livelihood.

Laigntal was thrown beneath a mov-
ing iar when he btepped from one
train t another at Hay View Junc-
tion, Md.. at 3 o'clock yestetday morn-
ing. loih hih legh were severed, lie
died at Merry Hospital. Baltimore

When Laigneal was picked up fol-
lowing the aecident. he was rushfd to
Baltimore In a special train in a fruit-
less attempt to save his lifo.

"I'm caught--I'- m hurt." is oil
Laigneal said between the time of the
accident and the time of his death.

The body was. brought to Wang-to- n

after a coroner's jury rendered a
verdict of "accidental death."

LIFE SENTENCE FOR

K LUNG DRY AGEN T

Found guilty of the murder of Wil-
liam B. Payne, Virginia prohibition
inspector. Benjamin F. Johnson, a
negro bootlegger, was sentenced to
life Imprisonment in the Richmond
penitentiary.

Johnson was convicted yesterday by
a jury in the circuit court of Alexan-
dria county, Va The negro seemed
pleased at tho verdict. He had feared
the death penalty.

Quick action was taken by the au-
thorities in the trial of Johnson. He
shot and killed Tayne February 21
at Rosslyn, while resistin'g arrest for
bootlegging. He was placed on trial
Thursday, and after hearing sixteen
witnesses, including Detective Ser-
geants Kelly and Baur. of Washing-
ton, to whom he had confessed, the
Jury retired and, after an hour's de-

liberation, brought the verdict of
guilty, with the recommendation of
a life sentence.
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NEW PRICE TO

BE EFFECTIVE

SIX MONTHS

Companies to Charge 5 Cents
More Per 1,000 Feet Begin-

ning March 20.

I An Increase In the price of gas la
tha District from 90 cents a thoasaai
cubic feet to 95 cents a taeasaad
ublc fet, was ordered by the' Pablle

Utilities Commission of the District
today.

I The Increase in the price of gxs
will be for a period of six rooatasbeginning March 1 0 and ending Sep-
tember 20.

This decision by the Utilities Cora-missi- on

affects the Washington; GasLight Company and tha Georgeto-er- a

Cas Light Company. Both companiespetitioned the commission for an IB-cre-

In rates November 21, 1918. OaTuesday, March 7, a public hearingoa the petition of the gas companies,
was held hy the Utilities Commission.

. OflMeial Order.
The official order Issued by theImbllc Utilities Commission reads:
"That the rate to be charged for

has furnished by a public utility toany private consumer In the Districtof Columbia, for lighting, heating,power, or for any other purpose, shallnot exceed 95 cents per one thousaadcubic feet.
"That this rate shall apply uat-form- ly

to all private consumers isthe District of Columbia, whether sup-
plied with gas by the Washington
Gm Light Company or by the George-
town Gas Light Company.

"That this rate shall apply to allgas furnished from March SO, 1919.
. to September 20, 1919.
j "That on September 20. 1919. tharate shall be restored automatically to
90 cents per one thousand cubic feetunless on or before said date the

( commission shall- - have ordered other
wise.

Penalty Charge.
Another clause in the order by the

commission reads:-- That-i- f any pri
vate consumer of gas shall not pay
monthly'any gas bill within ten days
after the same shall have been pre-
sented, the gas company may charge
and collect from said consumer 10
cents additional for each one thou-
sand cubic feet of gas represented In
said bill, as now required by law."

Reason Cited.
Accompanying the official ord.erchanging the rates was a statementby the Public Utilities Commissionciting several reasons why the change

Is necessary.
After showing a tahle compiled by

the com nission which gives the ex-
penses of the two gas companies, the
commission stated: "This table
shows, that under the above as-
sumption, the companies must re-
ceive 95 cents per thousand cubic
feet for all gas sold to private con-
sumers In order to yield a return of
6 per cent. In the opinion of the
commission, this price Is Just and.reasonable for a limited period not
exceeding six months. It Is true thatIt ignores a probable reduction in
the price of oil and coal before theexpiration of the six months period,
but on the other band It makes no
allowance for the difference between
what the companies actually earned
since January 1. 1918, and what they
would have earned had the rates
been sufficient to yield a 6 per cent
return during that period."

In one part of the statement the
commission compares the amount of
dividends of the gas companies and
that of the Potomac Electric Power
Company. It reads:

Burden Divided.
"In the decision in the Potomac

Electric Power's rate case, order "Km.
223. the commission held that rates
which would yield a return of T per
cent on the fair value of the prop-
erty of the company that was used
and useful in the service of the pub-
lic, were Just and reasonable. The
business of manufacturing and dis-
tributing gas. as far as th isk to
the Investor is concerned, is quite
similar to that of manufacturing anddistributing electric current for light
and power, so that if 7 percent rep-
resents a fair rate of return for an
electric power company, a similarrate should be allowed for jras
co npany.

"Under the Dresent abnormal mn.
ditions. howeTer. the Commission
feels that the burdens imposed by thewar should not be borne wholly by
the consumer, but should be divided
between the utility and the consumer.
Therefore, while the Commission ad-
heres to its opinion that under nor-
mal conlitlons a 7 per cent return
should be allowed gas and electric
companies n order that capital fornecessary extensions may be readily
obtained, it is also of the opinion that
until normal conditions are restored,
rates for service of this character
which wil lyield a return of 6 per
cent are reasonable and in no sense
confiscatory."

PLAYMATE FIRES GUN;
BOY MAY LOSE EYE

Never more will Jay HalL Jr
twelve years old, 121 Eleventh street
ncrtheast. play with an air rifle. w

It's "dangerous business," believes
young Hall, who today lies in a
darkened room at his home, threat-- ,
ened with the loss of an eye from a
bullet wound inflicted by an air rifle
in the hands of a playmate.

Artiiur Ford. 1110 East Capitol
street, discharged the shot, which,
rtruck the boy on the nose, glancing
into his right eye.
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